
   

 
ECAST - PART 2 

 
The strengthening of the mount and the placement of the mounting pole complete with hub were the last 
items to be completed before the weather turned foul, several days were lost due to high winds and rain. 

 

 
 

However when the good clam weather decided to come back we wasted no time in getting the ribs attached to the 
hub except there was one little problem. We found that the rib assembly towered above us with the low point being 
some 2.5 m and the high part well over three. So we had to build a platform, if youôve ever carried a full ladder up 
nine flights of fire stairs wide enough to fit one person then youôll know how difficult even this is. We had two to carry 

up, these were strategically placed and lashed to two A frame ladders to which we added a working platform. 

 

 
   



   

The two large ladders were also securely lashed to the platform so that the outer ring and the first inner ring could be 
reached. The assembly was quite straight forward, two people attached the ribs while the third placed the spacing 

rings between the actual ribs them selves. Some Six hours later the skeleton of the dish was completed. 

 

 
   
Once again the wind and rain set in for several days. Tuesday dawned calm and sunny, this time it was the mesh to 
be attached. Working 10 stories up and well over three meters above the deck the dish is mounted on has its own 
challenges. Firstly you require quite a lot of stamina to reach and trim mesh panels. The riveting takes a lot of work 

as well given the fact that every movement is one rib away so a lot of leaning is required. 

 
   
 



   

 
The mesh panels slowly took shape and the retaining strips each held down by twelve rivets attached one by one. 

As we spun the dish around on its mount the outer ring distance from the ground got higher and reaching the 
spacers and out rings got a lot more difficult. We were averaging one completed panel per two hours, so progress 

was slowed down due to the winds rising again. 
 

 
 

Late Wednesday after noon the feed horn assembly was ready to be positioned .We had learnt a lot from the 
construction of Triangle TVôs 4.9m. The feed assembly was measured and each stay cut and reattached so that the 

focal distance was with in a mm or so. 
 

 
   

 



   

 
 

The urgency was that E Cast had only hours left to test out two new IRDôs for the encrypted Bloomberg channel 
testing on Asia Sat 3 s .By 7pm  we were ready to proceed with finding the signals . Considering the size of the dish 

the Asia sat 3 signals took less than ten minutes to locate. 

  
 

Carrier to Noise readings of over 15 dB was noted on both Vertical and Horizontal broadcasts. E Cast conducted 
their tests with only two hours to spare. Thursday was quite sunny and a little windy. However it only took five 

minutes to locate Asia Sat five and have thirteen to fourteen dB carriers loading on the Trimax 2500 and the First 
Strike. 

 

 
 

The dish was locked into position and the feed horn readied for the Asia Sat 3 LNBF to be mounted. We chose a 
ñOne Cable Solution ñwhich was bolted into place and set up. Readings of 12 Db+ loaded on the weakest of half 
transponders. While the full transponders reached almost maximum for Quality on the Trimax and First Strike. 


